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Table 1: Trade in Goods
Billions of Lebanese Pounds

Exports Imports

2008 6,716 25,265

2009 6,313 24,994

2010 7,572 27,838

2011 8,541 31,291

2011 Q1 1,809 7,184

Q2 2,556 7,201

Q3 2,124 8,079

Q4 2,052 8,828

2012 Q1 2,167 9,346

2011 January 598 2,735

February 560 1,883

March 651 2,566

2012 January 633 2,271

February 765 4,339

March 768 2,735

Latest quarter compared with previous quarter  
(Q4, 2011 to Q3, 2011)
Change in level 115 518

Percentage change 6% 6%

Latest quarter compared with same quarter in previous year  
(Q4, 2011 to Q4, 2010)
Change in level 358 2,162

Percentage change 20% 30%

The value of Lebanese imports of goods in Quarter Q1 year 2012 was 9346 billion LBP. This was 

518 billion LBP, 5.9% higher than imports in Q4 of previous year 2011, and 2162 billion LBP, i.e. 

30% increase comparing to the same Quarter Q1 of year 2011.

Imports of petroleum products were the main contributor to this change, with a value of 789 
billion LBP higher than Q4 of the year 2011, and 1827 billion LBP increase since the same quarter 

Q1 of the last year. Besides, value of imports of precious metals this quarter was 192 billion LBP 

higher than the same quarter Q1 of the year 2011, but 128 billion LBP lower than the last 

quarter.

Meanwhile value of Lebanese exports in quarter Q1 of year 2012 was 2167 billion LBP. This 

amount to 115 billion LBP, i.e. 5.6% greater than exports in previous Quarter Q4 of the last year 

2011 and 358 billion LBP, i.e. 20% greater than exports in the same Quarter Q1 of the year 2011.

Exports of precious metals products increased by 222 billion LBP, i.e. 51.2% compared to Q4 of 

year 2011 and 364 billion LBP, i.e. 125% since the same Quarter Q1 of the year 2011.
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Table 2: Imports by region and country
Billions of Lebanese Pounds

Period To
ta

l

M
id

d
le

 E
as

t 
&

 
N

o
rt

h
 A

fr
ic

a

Eu
ro

p
ea

n
 U

n
io

n

Eu
ro

p
e 

&
 A

fr
ic

a 
n

ec

A
si

a 
&

 O
ce

an
ia

A
m

er
ic

a

N
o

t 
el

se
w

h
er

e
cl

as
si

fie
d

 

Sy
ria

Jo
rd

an

Sa
u

d
i A

ra
b

ia

Ir
an

Ir
aq

O
th

er
 G

u
lf 

St
at

es

Eg
yp

t

O
th

er
 M

id
d

le
 

Ea
st

 &
 N

o
rt

h
 

A
fri

ca

2008 25,265 3,523 9,158 3,634 5,235 3,692 22 413 188 452 65 21 1,331 716 336

2009 24,994 3,115 9,676 3,236 5,314 3,636 17 358 309 480 58 3 875 663 368

2010 27,838 4,166 10,071 4,148 5,644 3,802 6 520 367 622 58 5 1,192 653 749

2011 31,291 5,446 11,252 5,080 5,493 4,016 4 475 571 900 63 7 1,482 1,440 508

2011 Q1 7,184 1,193 2,563 1,163 1,169 1,094 1 137 131 154 16 1 337 188 229

Q2 7,201 1,265 2,831 902 1,486 715 1 122 167 160 12 3 275 428 97

Q3 8,079 1,306 2,963 1,637 1,505 668 1 116 146 162 13 1 256 487 124

Q4 8,828 1,683 2,895 1,378 1,333 1,538 1 100 127 424 22 2 614 338 58

2012 Q1 9,346 1,685 2,937 1,271 1,311 2,141 1 88 127 231 15 1 646 364 212

2011 January 2,735 422 807 447 405 653 0 38 35 50 6 0 150 57 84

February 1,883 334 690 363 348 148 0 49 35 50 4 0 67 55 74

March 2,566 438 1,066 353 415 293 0 50 62 54 5 1 120 75 70

2012 January 2,271 345 838 411 436 242 0 25 43 63 6 0 74 91 42

February 4,339 886 867 465 434 1,688 0 23 57 52 4 0 513 165 73

March 2,735 454 1,232 396 442 212 0 40 27 116 5 1 59 108 98

Latest quarter compared with previous quarter  (Q4, 2011 to Q3, 2011)

Change in level 518 2 41 -107 -22 603 -11 0 -193 -7 0 33 27 154

Percentage change 6% 0% 1% -8% -2% 39% -11% 0% -46% -32% -18% 5% 8% 267%

Latest quarter compared with same quarter in previous year  (Q4, 2011 to Q4, 2010)

Change in level 2,162 491 374 108 142 1,047 -49 -4 76 -1 0 310 177 -17

Percentage change 30% 41% 15% 9% 12% 96% -36% -3% 49% -8% -4% 92% 94% -7%

Region Middle East & North Africa
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Table 2: Imports by region and country
Billions of Lebanese Pounds
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2008 671 2,013 1,619 1,686 472 815 163 157 399 1,162 1,198 770 930 80 656
2009 771 2,426 1,902 1,843 460 843 162 69 289 912 1,071 646 616 22 881
2010 760 1,835 1,936 2,149 556 870 473 162 336 995 1,045 765 845 15 1,477
2011 912 2,318 1,749 2,835 601 913 439 73 308 1,106 1,425 779 1,506 14 1,355

2011 Q1 223 477 405 715 141 218 36 17 68 262 362 137 253 3 408
Q2 170 596 465 628 150 250 158 18 63 334 252 72 306 4 268
Q3 244 650 419 803 168 208 112 18 96 244 406 275 577 3 376
Q4 275 594 461 688 143 238 133 19 80 266 405 295 370 4 303
Q1 345 618 409 657 148 203 200 14 78 265 440 101 226 5 499

2011 January 68 178 119 219 44 64 14 6 22 75 115 41 112 1 178
February 90 118 108 172 37 57 9 6 10 83 135 27 80 1 119
March 64 181 178 325 59 97 13 6 37 104 112 69 61 1 111

2012 January 64 161 132 229 52 59 27 4 23 89 162 34 82 2 131
February 60 182 128 181 38 64 99 4 25 86 166 40 51 1 206
March 221 275 149 248 58 80 75 6 30 90 112 27 93 1 162

Latest quarter compared with previous quarter  (Q4, 2011 to Q3, 2011)
Change in level 70 25 -51 -32 5 -35 67 -5 -2 -1 35 -194 -145 1 196
Percentage change 25% 4% -11% -5% 3% -15% 51% -27% -2% 0% 9% -66% -39% 22% 65%

Latest quarter compared with same quarter in previous year  (Q4, 2011 to Q4, 2010)
Change in level 122 141 4 -59 7 -15 164 -4 10 3 78 -36 -27 1 91
Percentage change 55% 30% 1% -8% 5% -7% 452% -21% 14% 1% 22% -26% -11% 45% 22%

Europe & Africa nec
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Table 2: Imports by region and country
Billions of Lebanese Pounds

Asia & Oceania America
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2008 2,159 346 1,108 385 1,238 2,917 482 293

2009 2,206 494 1,000 537 1,077 2,713 554 369

2010 2,506 454 952 477 1,256 2,957 406 439

2011 2,491 817 587 393 1,204 3,043 461 512

2011 Q1 543 121 169 83 254 830 118 147

Q2 667 256 133 115 314 462 102 151

Q3 662 289 125 107 322 428 129 111

Q4 619 152 160 88 314 1,324 112 103

Q1 587 151 142 128 303 1,856 82 204

2011 January 183 40 61 31 91 510 42 101

February 178 34 42 21 73 106 24 18

March 182 48 66 31 89 213 52 28

2012 January 194 50 48 57 87 164 31 47

February 212 47 40 35 100 1,572 26 90

March 181 55 54 36 116 120 25 67

Latest quarter compared with previous quarter  (Q4, 2011 to Q3, 2011)

Change in level -32 -1 -18 40 -11 532 -30 101

Percentage change -5% 0% -11% 45% -4% 40% -27% 99%

Latest quarter compared with same quarter in previous year  (Q4, 2011 to Q4, 2010)

Change in level 45 30 -26 45 50 1,026 -36 57

Percentage change 8% 25% -16% 54% 20% 124% -31% 39%
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Table 3: Imports classified by main use
Billions of Lebanese Pounds

Main use Consumer goods
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E E1 E2 E3 E4 E5 E11 E12 E13 E14 E15 E16 E17

2008 25,265 8,106 2,477 8,414 6,260 8 1,857 327 772 1,227 629 881 2,413

2009 24,994 8,675 3,377 7,892 5,032 18 2,089 377 881 1,336 692 1,010 2,289

2010 27,838 9,540 3,240 9,235 5,814 10 2,340 467 941 1,499 822 1,159 2,312

2011 31,291 9,313 4,515 10,218 7,231 14 2,582 546 994 1,663 791 1,039 1,698

2011 Q1 7,184 2,183 787 2,449 1,763 2 636 104 246 437 175 199 386

Q2 7,201 2,420 1,175 2,562 1,040 3 648 132 219 471 201 309 440

Q3 8,079 2,308 1,413 2,703 1,651 5 596 162 283 381 210 272 404

Q4 8,828 2,402 1,140 2,504 2,778 4 703 148 246 373 205 258 468

2012 Q1 9,346 2,324 1,008 2,410 3,601 3 662 124 278 413 170 201 476

2011 January 2,735 682 287 868 897 1 210 38 59 108 73 64 131

February 1,883 607 226 701 348 1 175 30 73 147 42 57 84

March 2,566 894 274 880 518 1 251 37 114 183 61 78 171

2012 January 2,271 740 316 817 397 1 215 47 58 139 54 59 168

February 4,339 734 359 739 2,507 1 214 36 100 119 56 70 140

March 2,735 849 334 854 697 1 233 41 120 155 60 72 168

Latest quarter compared with previous quarter  (Q4, 2011 to Q3, 2011)

Change in level 518 -78 -132 -94 824 -41 -24 32 39 -36 -57 8

Percentage change 6% -3% -12% -4% 30% -6% -16% 13% 11% -17% -22% 2%

Latest quarter compared with same quarter in previous year  (Q4, 2011 to Q4, 2010)

Change in level 2,162 140 221 -40 1,839 27 20 32 -25 -5 2 90

Percentage change 30% 6% 28% -2% 104% 4% 19% 13% -6% -3% 1% 23%



6 
 

Table 3: Imports classified by main use
Billions of Lebanese Pounds

Capital goods & precious 
metal
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E21 E22 E23 E31 E32 E36 E37 E39 E41 E49

2008 246 1,438 793 1,551 2,843 2,053 1,294 674 5,904 356

2009 1,059 1,636 683 1,459 2,415 1,883 1,460 675 4,740 292

2010 394 1,629 1,216 1,726 2,772 2,293 1,686 759 5,487 327

2011 253 1,701 2,560 1,941 3,107 2,689 1,659 822 6,785 446

2011 Q1 70 382 335 533 761 573 389 193 1,639 124

Q2 57 499 619 456 770 689 428 220 925 114

Q3 61 401 951 524 786 777 408 207 1,543 108

Q4 66 419 655 428 790 650 434 202 2,677 101

2012 Q1 61 420 527 449 784 612 379 186 3,466 135

2011 January 23 128 136 216 239 218 134 61 857 39

February 20 113 93 134 233 176 96 62 309 39

March 27 141 106 184 289 178 158 70 473 45

2012 January 25 135 156 127 286 210 130 64 342 55

February 15 124 220 139 245 180 120 54 2,457 50

March 22 161 151 182 253 222 129 68 667 30

Latest quarter compared with previous quarter  (Q4, 2011 to Q3, 2011)

Change in level -4 0 -127 21 -6 -38 -55 -16 790 34

Percentage change -7% 0% -19% 5% -1% -6% -13% -8% 30% 34%

Latest quarter compared with same quarter in previous year  (Q4, 2011 to Q4, 2010)

Change in level -8 37 192 -85 23 39 -10 -7 1,827 12

Percentage change -12% 10% 57% -16% 3% 7% -3% -4% 111% 10%

Energy products
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Table 4: Exports by region and country
Billions of Lebanese Pounds

Middle East & North Africa
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2008 6,716 3,270 906 1,649 330 217 343 460 235 424 525 1,004 212 409

2009 6,313 2,993 750 2,014 187 114 255 421 203 452 535 913 143 326

2010 7,572 3,333 1,270 2,251 300 144 274 377 188 448 561 1,062 324 372

2011 8,541 3,037 1,310 3,064 561 166 404 396 221 603 432 983 123 279

2011 Q1 1,809 756 206 624 101 43 79 85 47 130 123 242 36 92

Q2 2,556 774 615 840 181 43 104 82 57 160 128 262 30 54

Q3 2,124 700 247 832 188 42 115 105 55 140 89 244 24 43

Q4 2,052 806 242 768 92 39 106 124 62 172 92 234 33 90

2012 Q1 2,167 786 261 926 70 35 89 111 58 156 90 239 31 101

2011 January 598 263 57 207 24 20 27 26 15 39 44 89 23 26

February 560 219 70 193 44 9 24 22 14 48 37 70 5 22

March 651 274 78 224 32 14 28 37 17 42 42 84 8 44

2012 January 633 193 88 288 23 13 29 30 14 39 23 66 7 14

February 765 259 55 391 21 10 29 36 20 50 32 78 10 33

March 768 334 118 247 26 12 31 45 24 67 36 94 14 55

Latest quarter compared with previous quarter  (Q4, 2011 to Q3, 2011)

Change in level 115 -20 19 158 -22 -4 -17 -12 -4 -16 -2 5 -2 9

Percentage change 6% -2% 8% 21% -24% -9% -16% -10% -7% -9% -2% 2% -7% 10%

Latest quarter compared with same quarter in previous year  (Q4, 2011 to Q4, 2010)

Change in level 358 30 55 302 -31 -7 10 26 11 26 -33 -4 -6 11

Percentage change 20% 4% 26% 48% -31% -17% 13% 30% 24% 20% -27% -2% -16% 13%

The table shows all countries to which Lebanon exported goods valued at more than 50 billion Lebanon Pounds in 2011.

Region
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Table 4: Exports by region and country
Billions of Lebanese Pounds

European Union Europe & Africa nec
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2008 168 154 53 89 82 90 270 507 501 18 623

2009 230 183 48 41 55 60 133 208 1,173 110 523

2010 219 544 78 52 99 80 198 376 758 520 597

2011 252 550 71 93 91 98 155 535 801 1,015 712

2011 Q1 74 22 21 18 18 22 31 167 141 159 156

Q2 59 419 20 11 32 31 42 120 211 330 179

Q3 64 42 19 32 18 20 52 119 267 270 176

Q4 54 67 11 32 22 25 30 129 182 256 201

2012 Q1 89 58 12 14 38 15 35 111 291 365 159

2011 January 21 7 6 3 4 6 11 79 43 41 44

February 26 7 8 8 3 8 10 60 38 46 49

March 27 8 7 8 10 8 10 28 61 72 63

2012 January 51 9 4 9 2 3 9 52 107 88 41

February 12 10 5 2 8 7 12 26 139 170 56

March 26 39 3 3 28 4 14 33 45 108 62

Latest quarter compared with previous quarter  (Q4, 2011 to Q3, 2011)

Change in level 35 -9 1 -18 16 -11 4 -18 109 109 3

Percentage change 64% -13% 5% -57% 71% -42% 12% -14% 60% 42% 2%

Latest quarter compared with same quarter in previous year  (Q4, 2011 to Q4, 2010)

Change in level 15 36 -9 -4 21 -7 6 -56 150 206 -42

Percentage change 20% 160% -43% -24% 117% -33% 19% -34% 106% 129% -21%

The table shows all to which Lebanon exported goods valued at more than 50 billion Lebanon Pounds in 2011.count ir es
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Table 4: Exports by region and country
Billions of Lebanese Pounds

Asia &Oceania America
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2008 117 19 194 77 140

2009 58 18 111 77 36

2010 88 36 176 96 48

2011 83 169 309 110 57

2011 Q1 14 6 81 30 12

Q2 23 63 96 27 16

Q3 33 94 62 27 15

Q4 14 7 71 26 13

2012 Q1 19 10 41 23 13

2011 January 6 1 17 16 4

February 3 1 40 7 3

March 5 3 24 8 6

2012 January 7 4 12 9 4

February 5 2 14 7 4

March 7 4 15 7 5

Latest quarter compared with previous quarter  (Q4, 2011 to Q3, 2011)

Change in level 4 3 -40 -3 0

Percentage change 32% 46% -49% -12% 3%

Latest quarter compared with same quarter in previous year  (Q4, 2011 to Q4, 2010)

Change in level 5 4 -29 -8 -1

Percentage change 37% 67% -42% -26% -4%

The table shows all count ir es to which Lebanon exported goods valued at more than 50 billion Lebanon Pounds in 2011.
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Table 5: Exports using product by activity classification
Billions of Lebanese Pounds Industry
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A1+A2 B0 C1+C2 C3+C4 C5+C6 C728 C74
C7-C728-

C74 C8 E0 J1+M0 W0+X0

2008 6,716 217 85 507 488 1,762 485 1,416 671 484 469 108 26

2009 6,313 185 98 521 460 1,092 1,272 1,323 523 447 233 145 14

2010 7,572 246 128 576 458 1,249 1,257 2,122 436 456 475 159 11

2011 8,541 247 279 690 502 1,654 1,797 1,787 567 354 556 104 5

2011 Q1 1,809 55 74 153 116 357 291 318 144 119 158 22 1

Q2 2,556 57 62 175 139 426 538 735 154 72 175 22 1

Q3 2,124 73 76 162 114 424 534 336 142 82 144 37 1

Q4 2,052 62 67 200 134 446 433 398 127 82 79 22 1

2012 Q1 2,167 54 98 172 104 341 655 351 151 88 130 22 1

2011 January 598 22 10 45 37 117 78 119 53 53 57 7 0

February 560 15 28 47 36 124 82 88 52 29 54 6 0

March 651 18 35 61 43 117 132 112 39 37 48 10 0

2012 January 633 19 44 50 31 87 193 86 43 21 51 7 0

February 765 16 24 57 32 116 310 95 48 27 33 8 0

March 768 19 30 66 40 138 151 170 60 40 46 8 0

Latest quarter compared with previous quarter  (Q4, 2011 to Q3, 2011)

Change in level 115 -8 31 -28 -31 -105 221 -47 24 6 51 0

Percentage change 6% -13% 46% -14% -23% -24% 51% -12% 19% 7% 65% -1%

Latest quarter compared with same quarter in previous year  (Q4, 2011 to Q4, 2010)

Change in level 358 -2 24 19 -12 -16 363 33 7 -31 -28 0

Percentage change 20% -3% 33% 13% -10% -5% 125% 10% 5% -26% -18% 0%



This publication was prepared within the 
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Administration of Statistics in Lebanon  

Foreign trade in goods for Lebanon
Methodological notes

1) The information in this publication is based on data 
supplied to CAS by the Customs Administration

2) Detailed statistics by HS code are available on the 
Customs website.

3) In this publication, the statistics are compiled 
according to the General system of trade.  This 
includes all goods recorded as entering or leaving 
Lebanon (whether or not they cross the Customs 
frontier).

4) The classification used for imports in Table 3 is 
according to the main use of the goods.  It is a 
modified and expended version of the United Nations 
classification Broad Economic Categories.  Details of 
the HS codes included in each category can be found 
on the CAS website.

5) The classification used for exports in Table 5 is 
according to the industrial origin of the goods.  It is 
based on the United Nations International Standard 
Industrial Classification.  Details of the HS codes 
included in each category can be found on the CAS 
website.
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Radwan JAMMOUL, Rana MOULAEB, Carole ABI NADER
under the supervision of Najwa YAACOUB

For more information, visit our website www.cas.gov.lb 
where you can download free available statistics 
and indicators about Lebanon.
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