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Lebanon olid
December 2013 =100 100=2013 Js¥/ ilS
Monthly Change | May index 2020 Apr index 2020 Weights
Expenditure Divisions GHENY) Q) g
S paal) | 2020 i sdise 2020 e isa Sl
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 14.85% *323.94 *282.06 20.0 A g ) i g pdiall g 430380 ) gal)
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco 13.35% 371.96 *328.14 1.4 Alalip Ay daa gy il g piia
Clothing and footwear 15.86% *512.96 *442 74 5.2 ada¥y Al
Housing water,electricity,gas and other
fuels -1.20% 105.49 106.77 28.4 A g ey slgSs oy pla Suna
Actual rent 0.75% 142.11 141.05 2.9 s/
Old rent 1.35% 177.93 175.55 36.1% i o
New rent 0.32% 121.12 120.73 63.9% s s/
Owner occupied 0.13% 123.38 123.22 13.6 cpSllall 4y pa i) Lol
Water electricity,gas and other fuels -3.17% 81.93 84.61 11.8 i ciliy aay ol jgSy jlé 4 ela
Furnishings, household equipment and
routine household maintenance 28.86% *283.04 *219.66 3.8 Jiall B e Ailpua g Al Ja il jpgai g U
Health 1.48% *102.37 100.88 7.7 daal)
Transportation 3.41% 128.45 124.22 13.1 Jadll
Communication 1.29% 137.45 135.70 4.5 alady)
Recreation,amusement, and culture 6.02% 194.48 183.44 2.4 4808 9 Al g alaaic)
Education 0.00% 124.03 124.03 6.6 aslal)
Restaurant & hotels 52.39% *391.74 *257.07 2.8 Golid g aslhaa
Miscellaneous goods & services 11.47% *217.03 *194.70 4.1 48 jiia Gladd g adu
Consumer price index 6.94% 172.06 160.90 100.0 DMgiay) sl il a8 )

*: Indexes based on a majority of imputed prices

(imputed) Wdal aig Lgalina 8 5ag8ha ol Gubad o pdisal) ciludal a8 :*
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Beirut
December 2013 =100

g gy
100= 2013 Js¥/ osilS

Monthly Change | May index 2020 Apr index 2020 Weight as | Weights
Expenditure Divisions % of GEN) G gl
Sl i) | 2000 4 sdse | 2020 clesisase | SEPANOM | gy

) Gl g pdiall g &g!w\ ) gad)
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 16.13% 341.97 203.87 18 16.6 gl
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco 11.19% 365.16 328.42 0.2 1.6 Mg foi g Agn gy iy g pea
Clothing and footwear 15.76% 626.61 541.28 0.4 4.1 aial¥)y dwld)
Housing water,electricity,gas and other iy g el Sy SS9 sla (e
fuels -0.17% 114.41 114.61 3.9 36.5 A

Actual rent 1.45% 145.72 143.63 1.1 10.0 S

Old rent 2.06% 181.08 177.42 46.2% a8 b/

New rent 0.93% 120.91 119.79 53.8% 2a s/
Owner occupied 0.93% 120.91 119.79 1.9 17.2 Sl 3y pua L3 Logil)
Water electricity,gas and other fuels -3.87% 79.63 82.84 1.0 9.3| s/ iy jaag el jeSy jlé 5 ela

Furnishings, household equipment and Wlsay 4 je & gty <l
routine household maintenance 37.58% 302.78 220.08 0.4 3.9 Jdall B e
Health 1.25% 94.97 93.79 1.0 9.2 daual)
Transportation 7.52% 137.08 127.49 0.9 8.1 Jadll
Communication 0.15% 128.32 128.12 0.4 4.1 eylaty)
Recreation,amusement, and culture 4.59% 231.68 221.52 0.3 2.5 48R 9 Al g alaaiu)
Education 0.00% 128.45 128.45 0.8 7.4 aslal)
Restaurant & hotels 55.39% 337.07 216.91 0.3 2.6 (@8 g aslhaa
Miscellaneous goods & services 9.32% 195.21 178.57 0.4 3.3 48 e Gladd g pdu
Consumer price index 6.95% 167.78 156.89 10.8 100.0 gy s oulial) a2 )
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Mount Lebanon
December 2013 =100

ol Jaa
100= 2013 Js¥/ 5ils

Monthly Change | May index 2020 Apr index 2020 Weight as | Weights
Expenditure Divisions % of GEN) G gl
Sl i) | 2000 4 sdse | 2020 clesisaze | SEPANOM | gy

) Gl g pdiall g &g!w\ ) gad)
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 14.89% 313.42 27279 8.2 17.4 ag
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco 12.45% 354.96 315.65 0.6 1.2 Mg foi g Agn gy iy g pela
Clothing and footwear 15.80% 470.60 406.37 2.1 4.4 aial¥ly dwly)
Housing water,electricity,gas and other lly g el Sy SS9 sla (e
fuels -0.70% 105.65 106.40 13.4 28.3 A

Actual rent 0.00% 138.99 138.99 1.3 2.8 s/

Old rent 0.00% 180.44 180.44 42.5% A o/
New rent 0.00% 114.59 114.59 57.5% 2a b/

Owner occupied 0.00% 114.59 114.59 6.8 14.3 Sl 3y paa L3 Loidl)

Water electricity,gas and other fuels -1.77% 88.98 90.59 5.3 11.2| s i) il jaa g ol jeSs jlé 5 ela
Furnishings, household equipment and Wlsay 4 e & gty <l
routine household maintenance 30.06% 262.11 201.53 1.7 3.6 Jhall B palinsa
Health 1.45% 105.86 104.35 3.3 7.0 daual)
Transportation 3.15% 129.69 125.73 7.0 14.9 Jadl)
Communication 1.49% 138.61 136.58 2.2 4.7 eylaty)
Recreation,amusement, and culture 5.58% 184.58 174.82 1.1 2.4 48R 9 Al g alaaiu)
Education 0.00% 121.90 121.90 3.7 7.8 aslal)
Restaurant & hotels 68.80% 474.61 281.17 1.7 3.5 (@ 5 aslhaa
Miscellaneous goods & services 9.93% 196.05 178.33 2.3 4.9 48 jiia Gladd g pdu
Consumer price index 7.25% 166.13 154.90 47.2 100.0 gy s ulial) a2 )
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North Jaill
December 2013 =100 100 = 2013 Js¥/ sl
Weight as
Monthly Change | May index 2020 Apr index 2020 % of Weights
Expenditure Divisions Lebanon SN G gl
G il | 2020 bl s 2020 Ghasi Sisa SEl

) Gl g pdiall g &g!w\ ) gad)
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 13.87% 348.60 306.13 4.7 26.2 gl
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco 13.86% 367.34 322.62 0.3 1.8 Mg foi g Agn gy iy g pelia
Clothing and footwear 16.11% 689.33 593.68 1.3 7.1 aial¥)y dwld)
Housing water,electricity,gas and other iy g el Sy SS9 sla (e
fuels -1.48% 110.34 112.00 4.4 24.4 A

Actual rent 2.37% 158.24 154.58 0.3 1.4 b/

Old rent 5.88% 176.67 166.86 41.0% a8 b/

New rent 0.00% 146.58 146.58 59.0% 2a o/
Owner occupied 0.00% 146.58 146.58 1.9 10.7 Sl 3y paa L3 Loidl)
Water electricity,gas and other fuels -3.19% 82.50 85.21 2.2 12.2| s ) g jaa g ol jeSs jlé 5 ela

Furnishings, household equipment and Wlmay 4 e & gty <l
routine household maintenance 26.55% 311.63 246.25 0.8 4.4 Jdall B e
Health 2.54% 104.23 101.65 1.3 7.3 daual)
Transportation 3.13% 128.88 124.97 2.1 11.4 Jadll
Communication 0.91% 143.28 141.98 0.7 4.1 eylaty)
Recreation,amusement, and culture 5.07% 187.96 178.89 0.5 2.7 488 9 Al g alaaiu)
Education 0.00% 124.85 124.85 0.9 5.0 palacil)
Restaurant & hotels 22.68% 265.05 216.05 0.4 2.1 @ g aslhaa
Miscellaneous goods & services 12.48% 256.34 227.90 0.6 3.4 48 e ladd g pdu
Consumer price index 7.17% 199.36 186.03 18.0 100.0 gy s ulial) a2 )
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Bekaa gl
December 2013 =100 100= 2013 Js¥/ slS
Weight as
Monthly Change | May index 2020 Apr index 2020 % of Weights
Expenditure Divisions Lebanon GAN) G sl
Sl padl)l | 2020 i sdisa 2020 Gl i3a DL

_ Sl g piall g Axildad) 3) gal)
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 15.44% 300.84 260.61 2.2 23.9 Qg
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco 16.63% 393.66 337.53 0.1 1.4 Aliig Al dua gy il g i
Clothing and footwear 15.83% 510.16 440.43 0.6 6.3 agda¥ly Awld)
Housing water,electricity,gas and other By jaag sl Sy SS9 sla (Sana
fuels -2.16% 98.68 100.87 2.6 28.4 s Al

Actual rent 0.00% 142.55 142.55 0.1 0.9 s/

Old rent 0.00% 159.15 159.15 11.3% A lay/
New rent 0.00% 140.56 140.56 88.7% s lay/

Owner occupied 0.00% 140.56 140.56 1.2 13.6 cSlall Ly a3l Lol

Water electricity,gas and other fuels -4.52% 68.09 71.31 1.3 13.9) s/ clig jaay ol g Sy jlé 5 sla
Furnishings, household equipment and Ulpay 4 e @l jugady &)
routine household maintenance 20.77% 281.80 233.33 0.3 3.1 Jiall b palinue
Health 0.51% 99.29 98.79 0.7 7.8 daal)
Transportation 2.24% 111.65 109.21 1.2 12.6 Jadll
Communication 1.35% 145.61 143.66 0.4 4.5 <ylaly)
Recreation,amusement, and culture 6.30% 226.11 212.72 0.2 2.2 4B g Aubeail) g alaaiud)
Education 0.00% 134.22 134.22 0.4 4.8 palacil)
Restaurant & hotels 28.19% 271.43 211.73 0.1 1.4 G g asliaa
Miscellaneous goods & services 14.45% 264.53 231.14 0.3 3.5 48 i cladd g ol
Consumer price index 6.08% 169.01 159.32 9.2 100.0 Bl sl il 430
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South NEPLEN|
December 2013 =100 100= 2013 Js¥/ ;58
Weight as
Monthly Change | May index 2020 Apr index 2020 % of Weights
Expenditure Divisions Lebanon SN G gl
o) pall | 2020 ol s 2020 ¢t Si5a )

) Gl g pdiall g &g!w\ ) gad)
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 14.75% 322 55 281.09 18 20.1 ag
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco 13.78% 387.44 340.53 0.1 1.6 Mg foi g Agn gy iy g pela
Clothing and footwear 15.73% 299.73 258.99 0.5 6.2 aial¥ly dwld)
Housing water,electricity,gas and other iy g el Sy SS9 sla (e
fuels -1.76% 104.51 106.38 2.4 27.0 Al

Actual rent 0.00% 119.02 119.02 0.1 1.6 s/

Old rent 0.00% 105.60 105.60 19.7% A o/
New rent 0.00% 122.56 122.56 80.3% 2a b/

Owner occupied 0.00% 122.56 122.56 1.1 13.2 Sl 3y pua L3 Logil)

Water electricity,gas and other fuels -3.83% 86.58 90.03 1.1 12.2| s ) g jaa g ol jeSs jlé 5 ela
Furnishings, household equipment and Wlsay 4 e & gty <l
routine household maintenance 30.03% 272.82 209.81 0.4 4.0 Joall 3 patesa
Health 1.16% 101.30 100.14 0.8 8.7 daal)
Transportation 3.64% 136.58 131.78 1.3 14.6 Jadl)
Communication 1.12% 128.50 127.08 0.4 4.7 eylaty)
Recreation,amusement, and culture 8.95% 183.49 168.42 0.2 2.3 488 9 Al g alaaiu)
Education 0.00% 125.22 125.22 0.5 5.6 aslal)
Restaurant & hotels 22.56% 284.96 232.51 0.2 2.2 @ g aslhaa
Miscellaneous goods & services 24.70% 284.08 227.81 0.3 2.9 48 jiia Gladd g pdu
Consumer price index 6.63% 167.49 157.08 8.7 100.0 gy s ulial) a2 )
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Nabatieh 100 = 2013 Js¥/ silS
December 2013 =100
Weight as
Monthly Change | May index 2020 Apr index 2020 % of Weights
Expenditure Divisions Lebanon SN G gl
o) pall | 2020 ol s 2020 ¢t Si5a )
_ Gl g pdiall g Aniidad) 3) gal)
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 15.44% 324.43 281.05 13 218 ag
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco 16.68% 480.65 411.93 0.1 1.4 Mg foi g Agn gy iy g pela
Clothing and footwear 15.58% 520.87 450.66 0.3 4.6 aial¥ly dwld)
Housing water,electricity,gas and other iy g el Sy SS9 sla (e
fuels -4.39% 86.51 90.49 1.7 28.2 A
Actual rent 0.00% 133.78 133.78 0.00 0.4 s/
Old rent 0.00% 141.56 141.56 13.3% a8 b/
New rent 0.00% 132.62 132.62 86.7% 2a b/
Owner occupied 0.00% 132.62 132.62 0.70 11.2 CeSall 3y pua Ll Lol
Water electricity,gas and other fuels -7.35% 64.13 69.22 1.0 16.6] s/ iy jaa g ol jeSs jlé 5 ela
Furnishings, household equipment and Wlmay 4 e & gty <l
routine household maintenance 23.56% 321.28 260.02 0.3 5.0 Jdall B palinsa
Health 1.35% 97.71 96.40 0.6 10.4 dauall
Transportation 3.30% 120.15 116.31 0.7 11.4 Jadll
Communication 2.83% 129.65 126.08 0.3 4.3 <lady)
Recreation,amusement, and culture 10.25% 205.13 186.06 0.2 2.8 488 9 Al g alaaiu)
Education 0.00% 119.07 119.07 0.2 4.0 aslal)
Restaurant & hotels 16.86% 331.04 283.29 0.1 1.8 @ 5 aslhaa
Miscellaneous goods & services 10.07% 252.38 229.30 0.3 4.3 48 e ladd g pdu
Consumer price index 5.54% 163.13 154.56 6.1 100.0 Dl s bl 8
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Lils/ Jglaa

Lebanon ol
December 2013 =100 100=2013 Js¥/ ;5ils
Monthly Change May index 2020 Apr index 2020 Weights
Education PRt
PRTRAREL] 2020 4 Sisa 2020 Gl s Sal

Public Education 0.00% 100.00 100.00 0.20% () polal)
Private Education 0.00% 124.95 124.95 6.20% aldl) alail)
Other Special education

programs 0.00% 123.98 123.98 0.10% 5 A dpaglal gl
Stationery and textbooks 0.00% 120.16 120.16 0.50% L p2a 58 5 Agualda B
Education Price Index 0.00% 123.43 123.43 7.10% palal) e ol a8
Lebanon ol

December 2013 =100 100=2013 Js¥/ sils

Monthly Change May index 2020 Apr index 2020 Weights )
Fules B g aall
A ) 2020 S sisa 2020 i s LA

Gas 3.12% 80.72 78.28 1.10% &
Liquid fuels -14.33% 33.66 39.29 3.10% il 2689
Solid fuels 14.64% 158.94 138.64 0.50% la 368
Fuel and Lubricants for

personal Transport equipment -0.39% 70.16 70.44 5.00% SR Jilug Ciga g 298
Fuel Price Index -4.05% 58.48 60.95 9.60%| <@g aall jlaul (ulsl) a8 )

) paleil) yiige sy 32 g8l 5 aaleil) Jland i e Jadils gl 8 gea il Gpilial Cplgas Glaniul & Cpeadiuall il e sl
3 i Cand s jae Al aledll il ety Jad JaludY) g Jomatil) o gy (o Today o el 5335 e G e 5 3S el eliaa V1 5 1) o i
8 eoSanall 2 in e 3l 0 gl o g gl IS el LeS 5 ABERD 5 bl 5 alaaind) 2k cand e Ay Ayl Sl AT GBla)
Auli Lo Ladle) (l je Y W i @y 5 kel Jglaadl sda G ) LY st JEI) aiy it e < jlaaall sl gy g 2685l O s
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L ebanese Republic

Presidency of Council of Ministers

Central Administration of Statistics
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Lebanon ol
December 2013 =100 100=2013 Js¥/ ;48
Yearly Change | May index 2020 May index 2019 | Weights AN Qi gl
Expenditure Divisions
s siaall ) 2020 i sisa 2019 i sésa CBLE)
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 189.84% *323.94 111.77|  20.0 A g ) i g pdiall g 4030 ) gal)
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco 203.11% 371.96 122.71 1.4 Alalip g daa gy Cily g piia
Clothing and footwear 171.49% *512.96 188.95 5.2 Laa¥y Ay
Housing water,electricity,gas and other
fuels -2.41% 105.49 108.10| 28.4 A g ey sl Sy o pla Suna
Actual rent 7.89% 142.11 131.71 2.9 s/
Old rent 10.39% 177.93 161.18 | 36.1% i lag/
New rent 6.15% 121.12 114.10| 63.9% s lay/
Owner occupied 5.19% 123.38 117.29 13.6 cpSllall 4y pa i) Lol
Water electricity,gas and other fuels -12.65% 81.93 93.80 11.8 A Cilig mag ol ¢Sy jlé 5 ela
Furnishings, household equipment and
routine household maintenance 143.83% *283.04 116.08 3.8 Jall B jaiune Alpay 4 jia < jagad g il
Health 5.82% *102.37 96.75 7.7 daal)
Transportation 30.19% 128.45 98.66 13.1 Jadl)
Communication 79.27% 137.45 76.67 4.5 alady)
Recreation,amusement, and culture 60.45% 194.48 121.21 2.4 480 9 Al g alaaiu)
Education 4.01% 124.03 119.25 6.6 palail)
Restaurant & hotels 240.45% *391.74 115.07 2.8 (@b g actha
Miscellaneous goods & services 93.62% *217.03 112.09 4.1 48 jiia cilard g adu
Consumer price index 56.53% 172.06 109.92| 100.0 DY) e (oaull) a8 )

*. Indexes based on a majority of imputed prices
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(imputed) Wdal aiy Lgalina 8 5ag8ha ol Gubuad o pdisall ciludal a8 :*

10000 el as o jsae Sl e o) o



2020 i sgedd cillablaal) g olisl A dgiad) Jland bl o8 )

Ol gedid duailly 906,94 o 538 5 Lelas )) 2020 Sl e Gl 3 D! Hlaw) ydise Ja
s b e cllailaal) amaa e 480 13a Ja S ,2020

%6.95 5 )35 gy akidlas ilelsi)l o
%7.25 o )38 5 il Jon Aailae i lelii ) o
0%7.17 o385 Juaiill Adailas i lelis )l o
%6.08 o3 5 gladl Asilaa b lelii)) o
%6.63 o % 5 siall Asilas A lelii)l o
%5.54 o 3 5 dagll ibilas ilelai)l o

Ol el Ailly ©456.53 o9 Lelii )/ Jaw 2020 Ll el Gl 8 D) el dise o) alall ge
. 2019

e s il e agdl Gaam s IS le yisadl Glany A e s jlad Caned Sa5al 138 G o LAY as
i sar alall dalall 2ol )l Toliiad @l g aall Jalis QL) Gy ool 48 3 4pulul) W jolias
ey (oasall dangiall M3 e (IMPUTATION ) LelDlal &5 38 50 gédall Jlan¥) Gis 6198 ads o g sall
bl s 8 sl S 5 stia ik 55 aY) Jae (3% O b e e S il A sall Al e Laia Yl
(IMPUTATION )Ja¥) 13¢d balaie ) 23 3l dalall damgiall Uny ) () gaas

WWW.CaS.goV.Ib e 3 la¥h dalal) < i) dadia Ao A5l dpuladll 8 Y1 daal je (Say
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http://www.cas.gov.lb/
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Dl il 2 Aegay Ll ) il e s Cauny ALl 038 el g giaal aaal) Caliny e

AL o3 el ghaal) gl b l) il (WS sa Dl

p S JCEN e B a5t Cany Lygae ladds b Cilial (e SBlgin) Al o5
Annnall olyally o gallly 481l Sliadlly Cagally 5l oy tdgagl) o cilyg pially 43 agal) .1
oaanlly 4)lad) Gl pdalls
Alilly aiilly Sauslly Grally 2uill aaiy laiilly filly dpag ) cilygpdall .2
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£15580) (adaa Auil
&Sl slas¥) 51

(COVID-19) &Blgia) Jlani ydisa o Ug S daila il
2020 b gl i) Sl pdiga

sle b 531 gyl HLEE (pe 3ol Aall) ds oSl iy B3N il 5 Ui g5 oS il )
Cinall e ueall (e el Cun (CPI) i) s e 5 g3 s 5l Glia¥) e
aal e 488 bl ozl Y e 3 el aad) Lol (e Jlensl) pan (S pall slan¥1 5 10l &
S8lial i gall B Y) 5 ¢ 32 shaall clatiall dlacfsal 51 eyl 13 85 oY) Cagal g Al cbaadll
ASoal) o g aall 3 gl 5 S il

s LS 3y o Jenll a0l (g0 56 5 il ) Alan¥) s 5l il sy i n 5l 13

AN lad g a5 38 yall slan¥) 3 1) Lgiaaie | ) 4091y 53 138 Gaaly
Aalaial) ali V) Jsa S aeal 3 L gall S5 (3 g0im pa ilaal) o slailly 202001 et
580 Uy ) (ys03  lan) gand Ay (35l I ALYy 3 ikl il sl 5 Jlan¥) Anllaey
A ISV AL gl sl (3 gaia

clibl) aea

e)sin) dal e agd e 8 Ll cpilal gl asen e Alidl) A Sall calls <2020 L3 16 b
(e JS1 ALl 10) i EOE DA yed JS (8 Jlan) pead aalaly .COVID-19 il
d..uu\j ‘_,‘J)‘}[\ o).\sl\ d)u; )La.u:‘}“ e ?" 24 c2020 )\J\ )@_...J JM\ )La...n\ )...uj.a GJ\ wh
eﬁ‘um,@_mg\muu\ ol el aall oy BN 5l lan¥) aea Gle & el e
ciiuly \.@_\\}1\ Gl sall alina 3Me)y aall i el 13gd SN @l il el pen 3
Opasall (3 Sl aany 31V Cadld @l (e ae by At clatiall g S Gl sal)
o) (e )

il 5 pdall 5 aladall Jia edah dpuldf) cilarall g ol sall g Sl qal) Jalis i &5 ¢ 32 Y) 5 5 JDA
e Shasals el o LS BOle) 5 (il ol Y Loy e o) il 5 VLY IR
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L\Aﬂ\ o2

BIYI 8 Y Jlad e sk sas jlan) grala B ¢ (MY 55 ol ) pan ALl

83 g sall Ciliadl Bailall g S jle s saall COMaal i Y jee dalie Gl Al lend) aans
D) Hdse die A Ol

14



& Odie DY) 30V Jae (3358 pand daladl Ll Jsan o)) )50 Galaa Jae ¢ U1 8 L
e el Bla sy il a8z 50 3all 5 ol bl A8 1 sy @l ol g gl
Adlie 4y ) 5 pall

D) g O V) el aliral (g e el o g Sl pea of s 3 Al JSA jan
¢ Bl das e ;)*‘-“3‘ﬁBﬂJ%%&JT%PMJMﬁP@JbﬁﬁR—M%é
i Uped b jlend a0 Al S 8 3ea ) el Aiud) 3 1ad sas) 5 550 asledll o gus ) S
Cluial ) 2Vl e aand ¥ Al 58V A jand) ) Siahs (p el S350 W jland gea
g DS ading (¥l s aladl ) ellgiud) Jland sd5e s (8 H5S% 8 LS5 05l
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Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Consumer Price Index

Presidency of the Council of Ministers
Central Administration of Statistics

May 2020 Consumer Price Index

The outbreak of COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and measures implemented to limit its spread have impacted
the routine compilation and dissemination of consumer price indexes (CPI). In particular, the collection of
prices has become increasingly difficult. Issues and challenges include increased numbers of missing
items in sampled outlets, the temporary closure of retail outlets, and restrictions on movement. In a
growing number of cases, staff in national statistical organizations (NSOs) are working remotely and data
collectors are being asked to remain at home.

This statement describes how CAS addressed these challenges to compile the CPI for May 2020.
Attached is guidance provided by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on CPI continuity. The IMF note,
which was used by CAS, provides guidance on the treatment of missing prices and indexes, as well as
alternative methods for collecting prices.

Data collection

On March 17, 2020, the Government of Lebanon ordered all citizens to remain at home in order to
contain the spread of COVID-19. Normally, CAS collects prices during three periods (10 days each) every
month. For the March 2020 CPI, prices were collected for the first two collection periods of the month;
however, price collection was suspended for the third collection period because data collectors were
required to remain at home. The lockdown affected all three collection periods for April 2020; however,
CAS sent data collectors to collect prices on the last two days of the month.

During the lockdown period, only those outlets selling essential items and services, such as food,
beverages, medicines, communications, local transportation, etc., were open. Outlets selling nonessential
items and services, such as clothing, furniture, hair cutting, etc., were temporarily closed and it was not
possible to collect prices from these outlets.

To supplement price collection during the lockdown, data collectors and CPI staff collected those prices
that were available online. Prices were available online for supermarkets and prices for the sampled
varieties were collected. Large supermarkets and hypermarkets also have websites where prices are
available. Prices for these items available online were collected.

While the lockdown eased in May, price collection activities were limited. Individual price collectors were
able to visit outlets for the collection of prices two times each week. Half on the even number days and
the other half on the odd nhumber days. Some non-essential outlets remained closed in May.

While CAS collects most prices on a monthly basis, some prices are collected quarterly, semi-annually, or
annually depending upon the frequency of price change. For example, education fees change only one
time per year. Appliances have traditionally been stable from month to month and these prices have been
collected every other month. In between collection periods, the price is repeated for purposes of
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calculating the index. As described in the Consumer Price Index Manual: Concepts and Methods, the
frequency of price collection depends upon price volatility. The more volatile a price, the greater the
frequency of collection. The more stable the price, the price is collected less frequently. Beginning in June
2020, price collection activities have returned to normal. Prices for appliances and other electronics,
previously collected every other month, will be collected monthly. Other prices collected currently
quarterly, semi-annually, and annually will be reviewed and the frequency adjusted as needed.

In May, 14,453 prices were collected, and 23,895 prices were missing. Of the total prices collected, 8,400
prices were observed in May. Of the total sample of 2,697 outlets, 905 were temporarily closed.

Treatment of missing prices and indexes

To the extent possible, calculations and imputations follow the methods recommended in Consumer Price
Index Manual: Concepts and Methods. CAS follows these methods whenever prices are temporarily
missing. The methods are self-correcting and ensure the index reaches the correct level when again it
becomes possible to collect prices and include them in the index. This is important so that the CPI
continues to provide a reliable estimate of price change.

CAS follows the recommendation to impute the missing prices using the price changes of similar products
or of the nearest higher aggregate (‘nearest aggregate estimation’). The prices of missing varieties are
imputed by multiplying the previous period price with the average price change of the available varieties
of the same elementary aggregate. If an entire elementary aggregate is missing, its prices are imputed
based on the average price change of the nearest available higher-level price index.

Finally, CAS consulted with a wide range of respondents regarding prices in May. Respondents noted
that prices for select items, such as food, clothing, electronic items, and hotel accommodation, are
affected by the US Dollar exchange rate. Changes in the exchange rate were used to estimate those
missing prices that are affected by changes in the exchange rate for the US Dollar. For example, prices
for May were imputed using the change in the average exchange rate from April to May. This was done
only for a select number of items that are directly affected by changes in the US Dollar exchange rate. All
other prices were imputed using the either the next level up in aggregation as described above.

Restrictions to limit the spread of COVID-19 have impacted the routine collection and compilation of the
CPI. Temporary closure of nonessential outlets has impacted the goods and services that households
can buy, and the imputation methods used by CAS implicitly, or indirectly, reflect these changes. As
noted above, these methods reflect international recommendations as described in the CPl Manual.

When missing indexes are imputed, the index is implicitly reweighted. The price change reflects the price
of the available, transacted goods and services. Only the sub-component indexes that have been
compiled using collected prices and their associated weights are used to compile the index. The short-
term relative change is then used to impute for the missing indexes. The resulting price change at the all
items level reflects the price change of the available, transacted (essential) items.

For example, if it is not possible to collect airline fares, the index for transportation by air will be imputed
using all available prices within the transportation index. The transportation index is compiled using only
those indexes based on available, collected prices and their associated weights. The short-term change
of the total index for transportation is used to impute the missing index. This method implicitly reweights
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the transportation index because the price change for transportation reflects the change in collected,
observed prices.

Below are details on the proportion of missing and imputed prices for each major group and division.
Indexes based on a majority of imputed prices have been flagged for users.

Food and non-alcoholic beverages

62.7%
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco

57.3%
Clothing and footwear

85.8%
Housing water, electricity, gas and other fuels

13.3%
Furnishings, household equipment and routine .
household maintenance 59.7%
Health

56.0%
Transportation

48.4%
Communication

45.2%
Recreation, amusement, and culture

41.7%
Education

0.0%

Restaurant & hotels

78.7%
Miscellaneous goods & services

57.5%
Total

62.3%

This note will be updated each month to reflect the dynamic nature of efforts to address the spread of
COVID-19 and it effects on the CPI.

For more information, please contact,

Dr. Ziad Abdallah: zabdallah90@agmail.com

Dr. Alissar Nasser : alissar.nasser@agmail.com

Tel.: +961 5 462 880
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